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G 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE SEMINAR 

A National Seminar 
on 

CRIME AGAINST WOMEN: THE 
'DEVI' VIOLATED 

~-~~ar:ru~: ~3lf(~fa1 cfiTm 
(August 27 & 28, 2021) 

Introduction 

Nestled in the lap of nature and housed in a heritage building, the Centre of Excellence Govt. 
College Sanjauli, Shimla, HP, has been providing an academically and intellectually stim~lating 
environment to students and other stakeholders. Situated in the heart of the city, this College has a 
long tradition of excellence. This institute carries the legacy of teaching and learning, as in its 
initial days , it was an "industiial orphanage" named "Himalayan Christina Orphanage and 
Industrial School for female orphans". It was upgraded during the pre-independence days to 
B.Ed/B.T. College for girls, affiliated to Punjab University. Since 1969, this college has been 
catering to the needs of the students from the length and breadth of Himachal Pradesh. The college 
earned the status of"Centre of Excellence" in the year 2006 and earned a B+ grade from NAAC in 
the year 2017. 

The seminar sought to answer certain pertinent questions related to women's dignity, 
position and empowerment. Does the Indian woman really want to be venerated as "Devi"? Does 
being called a, Devi" provide her with a sense of dignity and security? Does it put an end to 
violence and abuse? Crimes against women are on the rise, becoming more heinous with each 
passing year. The examples of Nirbhaya and Gudiya haven't left our minds. Gender based 
violence hinders women empowerment and gender equality. Women are not only subjected to 
violence outside. the confines of the home, they are also exposed to familial and societal 
exploitation. The seminar hoped to initiate dialogue in an evolving climate where things seem to 
have changed but are still the same in many ways. 

E. Detailed Session-wise summary of the proceedings of the Seminar 

Session-I 

Technical session-I was conducted on August 27, 2021 in the Chemistry lecture hall of the COE, 
Govt. College Sanjauli . The session was chaired by Dr. Anuja Sharma, HOD, Department of 
English, St. Bede's College, Shimla and co-chairperson, Prof. Vikas Dogra, Chairman, 
Department of Journalism, HPU, Summerhill, Shimla. The session was moderated by Dr. Kirti 
Sigha, Assistant Professor, Department of Physics. 

In this session, the following speakers presented their papers on various aspects related to 
the theme of the seminar: 
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.k h R h Scholar HPU Shim la. Title: 'The Struggling Tribe of Women: A Case Study 
I. Dr s a, esearc , ' , 

of Holi Tehsil in Chamba District, Himachal Pradesh 

2_ Harul Vinay, GDC Sanjauli . Title: 'Finding Traces of Feminine Power in the Kinnauri Family 

System' 
3. Adhiraj s. Bisht, UG-22, Ashoka University. Title: 'Gendered Morality and Violation': A Case 

Study of the Jognis ofllaka Jhiri-Bajaura' 

4. Ashmita, Research Scholar, HPU, Shimla. Title: 'Understanding Women through Economic 
Status: A Case Study of Sanitation Women Workers in Shimla District'. 

5. Dr. Navreet Sahi, Associate Professor, Shoolini University. Title 'Negotiating Spaces: A 
Feminist Study of Select Middle Eastern Texts'. 

6. Kesang Youdon, Research Scholar, HPU, Shimla. Title 'An Exploration of Resistance and 
Patriarchy: Reading 'Ramayana' and the liberation of 'Sita '. 

7. Vishav Jyoti, Asst . Professor, GDC Darlaghat. Title: 'Women and Female Genital Mutilation 
in India'. 

The completion of the 3'" session was framed by our two rapporteurs, Dr. Nidhi Dhadwalia, 
Department of Zoology and Dr. Kishori Lal Chandel, Department of History. 

All the papers were highly appreciated by the chairperson and relevant discussions followed 
the presentations. 

Session-II 

Technical session II was conducted simultaneously in the conference Hall, the session was 
chaired by Dr. Vidhya Nidhi retired Professor, Hindi. She was assisted by Dr. Sapna Sanjay 
Pandit, Associate Professor, Department of English, GC Nalagarh and the session was moderated 
by Dr. Meenakshi Kohli . 

The following speakers presented their papers on various aspects related to the theme of the 
seminar: 

1. Dr. Dinesh Sharma,Asst. Professor, GDC Kotshera. Title: '~AI-Qt'I "° .ffAcfiit4)oi ftcft cf;'ffi' 

"# o1lt ,n;rr ~ ~ u~ ~ai!o:11 

2. Dr. Sharda Devi, Asst. Professor, ICDEOL, HP University, Shimla. Title: 'Women in 
Literature: A Historical Study' 

3. Dr. ManoramaDevi, title : 'ffl"ffl 3R ~ ~,1le1cfi{Ui 

4. Dixit Garg, GDC Sanjauli . Title: 'Gender Stereotype: A Cognitive Component Responsible 
for the Dilapidated Condition of Women' 

5. Dr. Monika Raina, Asst. Professor, GDC Tikkar. Title: 'Hyper Masculinity and Gendered 
Violence in the Selected Fiction of Alice Munro ' 

6. Dr. Priyanka, Asst. Professor, GDC Sanjauli. Title: 'Deification and Demonization of Women 
in Rajinder Singh Bedi's 'Lajwanti' 

The Rapporteurs for this session were Dr. Meenakshi, Department of Biology and Mrs. 
Priyanka Department of English. Dr. Vidhya Nidhi suggested the participants to be very careful 
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t their presentations a d 
aboU d·t k d th ' ~ asked them to read up more resources while writing papers . Dr. 

Pan 1 as e e partic · . Sapna . dd. . ipants to conduct research on micro level and explore the primary 
es in a itlon to more sec d . sourc . K hl . on ary sources. The session ended with vote of thanks by Dr. 

Meenakshi o l. 

Session-III 

Technical se~s~on III ~as conducted on August 28, 2021 in the conference hall at 11 am. The 
session was JOmtly chaired b~ Dr. Kamlesh Thakur, Principal, Chail Koti and Dr. Neena Gupta, 
Principal Govt. College Sunm. Dr, Meenakshi Kohli was the moderator of the session. 

The following speakers presented their papers: 

l . Dr. Saroj Bhardwaj , Asst. Professor, RKMV Shimla. Title: 'Menstruation and Honour: Myths 
and Reality' . 

2. Dr. Kishori Lal Chandel, Asst. Professor, GDC Sanjauli. Title: Position of Women in 
Himachal Pradesh Society fromA.D. 700 to 1800 based on Existing Epigraphic Sources of 
Kulu and Chamba' . 

3. Dr. Sapna Pandit, Associate Professor, GDC Nalagarh. Title: 'Transcending the Class Barrier: 
Aalo Andhari by Baby Haldar' 

4. Neeraj Pizar, Research Scholar, Shoolini University. Title: 'Sita Unbound' 

5. Dr. Anupama Choudhary, Asst. Professor, GDC Theog. Title: 'Discovery of the Self in 
Volga's "Liberation of Sita' 

6. Lakshita Thakur, Asst. Professor, GDC Shilai. Title: 'Low Population, Lower Sex Ratio at 
Birth: Understanding the Demographic Trends in Himachal Pradesh, India' 

7. Sonika Rana, Research Scholar, HPUDES Shimla. Title: ·ftAlti\'lt ~ cfit;IP..'41 # iflt 
.aaa-,1 

8. Dr. Devkanya, title :'~-~'U m'U: ffi 6lfli-tfa I fiT~' 

9. Dr. Prem R. Bhardwaj, Associate Professor, GDC Nahan. Title: 'Economic Implications of 
Covid Lockdown on Unskilled Labour in Paonta-Sahib Region of District Sirmaur: A Gender 
Perspective' 

10. Dr. Arti Pandit, Professor, Department of Evening Studies, HPU Shimla. Title: 'Women in 
Hindi Cinema: A Reflection' 

11 . Vibhuti Gupta, Research Scholar, HPU, Shimla. Title: 'The Dying Matriarch of Himachal 
Pradesh' . 
The papers were highly appreciated by the chairpersons and relevant discussions were held 
which was followed by a vote of thanks by Meenakshi Kohli . 

Valedictory Session: The Valedictory session commenced ~t 3:00 pm on the_ 28'
h 

of Septembe;. 
The Principal welcomed the Valedictory speaker, Dr. Daisy T~akur, Chairperson, Womens 
Commission, Himachal Pradesh. A detailed report of the proceedmgs of the two day conference 
was presented by Ms. Himani Saxena, Dept of English. 
Dr. Daisy Thakur spoke about the role and responsibilities of the National Commission for 
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~omen a?d the State Wome_n's Commiss_ion. She apprised the audience about the legal provisions 
m the Indian penal code ag_am~t gender v10lencc and harassment. She also congratulated the paper 
presenters for the academic ngour that they had committed themselves to in participating in the 
conference. 

The principal and Dr Daisy then di stributed certificated of participation to the conference 
delegates . 

G 
Gist of deliberations/ information shared by the Resource Persons 

Dr. C. B. Mehta, Principal, Govt. Degree College, Sanjauli, addressed the audience and 
open~d his sp~ech with an apt quote," Aman is born through a woman, he is raised by a woman, he 
falls m love with a woman, marries a woman, and I am surprised about a man who doesn't respect a 
woman"• Those are the words that we must reflect upon. Dr. Kamayani Bisht introduced the theme 
of Crime Against Women, The Devi-violated and made the audience aware about the proceedings 
of the event. 

Dr. Meenakshi Faith Paul, the keynote speaker gave on overview of the conference, esp. 
about the themes and subtitles mentioned in the brochure. Her speech focused on the comparison 
between Women in stone versus the Women in flesh . She also talked about other issues in India 
such as Dayan Pratha and Baanj (infertility in women) . 

"A good speech is like a pencil, it has to have a point." Speech has power, speech is to 
persuade, to convert, to compel and that is what our chief guest Ms Somya (IPS), gave voice to. In 
the very beginning she questioned the collective cultural consciousness that determines the 
treatment of women in society. She talked about the increasing number of crimes against the 
women of Himachal Pradesh. "With great freedom comes great responsibility", she advised 
women to be trained in combat, and weapon to defend themselves. She laid stress on the three D's 
- Dowry, Drugs, Drinks which are majorly responsible for crime against women. 

The first speaker in the plenary session was Prof. Manju Jadika, who mainly spoke about, 
"Women in the Workplace" and "Women in the Pandemic." She also talked about the practicalities 
oflife that a woman is entrapped in. 

Dr. Roshan Lal Sharma, being the second speaker, spoke about gender equity and femininity 
as viewed from the male perspective. He shared his personal experience of masculinity and how a 
deeper understanding of the dynamics of gender can lead to a fairer social order. 

Ms. Pooja Priyamvada, the last speaker, laid stress on the s-word (all things sex). Her focus 
was on the deep mental trauma and identity crises that is born of the stigmatization of sex and 
sexuality in women. During her presentation, she also talked about the self-stigmatization of 
women and their vulnerability in the male dominated society which leads to the high number of 
household suicides. Her stress on psychological manifestations of oppressive internalization of 
gender roles was a refreshing take on violence. The talk did make many in the audience 
uncomfortable but that's what it was meant to do. 
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