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1. Introduction 

The Department of Journalism & Mass Communication, Centre of Excellence, Government 

College Sanjauli, Shimla-06, facilitated the academic participation of 18 students from the 

BJMC First Year, Second Year, and Third Year in the “Social Impact Filmmaking 

Workshop”, organised as part of the Wetlands for LiFE Film Festival & Forum. The 

programme was held on August 30–31, 2024, at Hotel Peterhoff (Darbar Hall), Shimla, 

Himachal Pradesh. 

This two-day workshop was conceived to sensitise young media learners towards 

environmental communication, socially responsible filmmaking, and the role of visual 

media in addressing ecological challenges, particularly wetland conservation.

 

 



2. About the Wetlands for LiFE Film Festival & Forum 

The Wetlands for LiFE Film Festival & Forum is a nationally significant initiative aligned 

with India’s LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) mission, focusing on conservation, 

sustainability, and public awareness through creative media. The event brought together 

environmental experts, filmmakers, media educators, and students on a common platform to 

explore how cinema and short films can contribute meaningfully to ecological discourse. 

As evidenced by the official certificates issued to participants, the festival included a 

structured Social Impact Filmmaking Workshop, alongside awareness activities under the 

Save Wetlands Campaign, culminating in participants being formally recognised as 

“Wetland Mitra” .

 

 
 



3. Student Participation and Academic Engagement 

A total of 18 BJMC students from all three undergraduate years actively participated in the 

workshop as learners and emerging media practitioners. Throughout the two days, 

students engaged in: 

 Structured sessions on social impact storytelling 

 Understanding wetlands as ecological and cultural subjects 

 Exploring short film formats for advocacy and awareness 

 Learning how cinema can influence public opinion and policy 

 Interacting with experts associated with media, environment, and sustainability 

The workshop provided students with a rare opportunity to link journalism, filmmaking, 

and environmental responsibility within a professional learning environment.

 

 

4. Learning Outcomes and Skill Development 

The students availed the learning opportunity extensively and derived multiple academic and 

professional benefits, including: 

 Enhanced understanding of impact-oriented filmmaking 

 Exposure to the use of visual narratives for environmental advocacy 

 Practical insights into concept development, messaging, and audience engagement 

 Improved awareness of the intersection between media, ecology, and society 

 Reinforcement of ethical communication and responsible storytelling 

The workshop broadened students’ perspectives on how journalism and mass communication 

can contribute beyond conventional news production, particularly in addressing long-term 

environmental concerns. 

 



 

5. Becoming “Wetland Mitra”: Environmental Commitment 

A significant highlight of the programme was the collective pledge taken by all participating 

students to become “Wetland Mitra.” By this pledge, students committed themselves to: 

 Helping conserve wetlands 

 Spreading awareness about the importance of wetlands for biodiversity and ecosystem 

health 

 Supporting the national mission to protect India’s wetlands 

This pledge was formally recognised through Certificates of Appreciation, underscoring the 

students’ role not merely as learners, but as responsible environmental communicators and 

citizens .
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