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1. Introduction 

The Department of Journalism & Mass Communication, Centre of Excellence, Government 

College Sanjauli, Shimla-06, ensured active academic engagement of its students by 

facilitating the participation of all students of First Year, Second Year, and Third Year 

(UG) in the 10th International Film Festival of Shimla (IFFS). The festival was held from 

16th to 18th August, 2024 at the historic Gaiety Theatre, Shimla. 

Students participated in the festival in the dual capacity of volunteers and learners, enabling 

them to gain first-hand exposure to the dynamics of film culture, creative production, and 

event management within an international cinematic platform. 

 
 

 
 



 

2. Nature of Participation 

The participation of Journalism & Mass Communication students was structured to ensure 

meaningful engagement and experiential learning. Throughout the three-day festival, students 

were involved in: 

 Volunteering support for festival coordination and management 

 Assisting in registration and audience facilitation 

 Supporting screening schedules and technical coordination 

 Observing film curation and programming processes 

 Interacting with filmmakers, directors, and media professionals 

 Attending film screenings, panel discussions, and informal interactions 

This immersive involvement enabled students to understand both the creative and 

organizational aspects of an international film festival. 

 

 



3. Learning Environment and Exposure 

The 10th International Film Festival of Shimla provided a rich and diverse learning 

environment. The festival featured short films by local, national, and select international 

filmmakers, offering students exposure to varied storytelling traditions, cinematic 

techniques, themes, and cultural perspectives. 

Students witnessed how creative ideas are translated into visual narratives, particularly in the 

short film format, which aligns closely with contemporary digital and independent media 

practices. The screenings and interactions introduced students to: 

 Concept development and visual storytelling 

 Narrative structure in short films 

 Technical aspects of filmmaking 

 Use of cinema as a medium for social, cultural, and political expression 

 Global and regional trends in independent cinema 

 
 

 

 

 



 

4. Academic Relevance for Journalism & Mass Communication Students 

Participation in the film festival directly complemented the academic curriculum of 

Journalism & Mass Communication. The exposure reinforced classroom learning related to: 

 Visual communication and media aesthetics 

 Film appreciation and critical viewing skills 

 Media production processes 

 New media and alternative storytelling formats 

 Cultural communication and creative industries 

By observing creative professionals present and discuss their work, students developed a 

deeper appreciation of cinema as a powerful mass communication medium. 

 

5. Student Learning Outcomes 

The students availed the learning opportunity extensively, benefiting in the following 

ways: 

 Enhanced understanding of short film production and creative processes 

 Improved critical and analytical viewing skills 

 Increased awareness of national and international creative standards 

 Exposure to professional networking and collaborative culture 

 Development of confidence through real-world media engagement 

 Practical understanding of event management in cultural media spaces 

The festival experience helped students connect theoretical knowledge with real-life creative 

practices, encouraging them to explore film and visual media as potential career avenues. 

 
 

6. Institutional and Professional Significance 

The participation of all undergraduate batches reflects the Department’s commitment to 

experiential, field-based learning. Engagement with a prestigious cultural event like the 

International Film Festival of Shimla: 

 Strengthened industry and cultural exposure of students 

 Encouraged interdisciplinary learning through cinema 

 Enhanced the department’s presence in significant media events 

 Promoted learning beyond the classroom 

Such participation aligns with contemporary pedagogical approaches that emphasise learning 

through observation, interaction, and practice. 
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