REPORT ON PARTICIPATION IN WORKSHOP ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND DISASTER
RISK RESILIENT HIMALAYAN FUTURE
DEPARTMENT OF GEOLOGY: 05.03.3026 TO 06-03-2026

Forty students from the Department of Geology, Government College Sanjauli, participated in a two-
day workshop organized by the Himachal Pradesh Institute of Public Administration at its
Fairlawn campus in Shimla. The theme of the workshop was “Climate Change and Disaster Risk
Resilient Himalayan Future: Lessons, Gaps and Policy Pathways for Himachal Pradesh.”

The workshop brought together a wide range of stakeholders including administrators, scientists,
researchers, disaster management experts, and students to deliberate on the disaster profile of
Himachal Pradesh and the increasing challenges posed by climate change in the Himalayan region.
Various sessions focused on understanding the causes and impacts of natural disasters such as
landslides, floods, cloudbursts, and extreme weather events that frequently affect the mountainous
terrain of the state. Experts also emphasized the urgent need for effective disaster risk management
strategies, scientific monitoring, and policy interventions to reduce vulnerability in fragile Himalayan
ecosystems.

Renowned scientists and experts from several prestigious institutions delivered insightful lectures
during the workshop. Delegates from the Geological Survey of India, Indian Institute of
Technology Roorkee, CSIR-Central Building Research Institute, Wadia Institute of Himalayan
Geology, Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur, as well as officials from the State Disaster
Response Force and National Disaster Response Force presented their research and field
experiences related to disaster management in the Himalayan region. The speakers highlighted
various scientific aspects including landslide mechanisms, the role of aerosols in climate change,
glacial retreat, increasing frequency of extreme rainfall events, and the long-term impacts of climate
variability on fragile mountain ecosystems.

The Director of the Geological Survey of India and the Senior Superintendent of Police (SSP) of
Shimla also addressed the participants and shed light on the recent disasters that have affected the
state. They discussed the need for coordinated efforts between scientific agencies, government
departments, and disaster response teams to improve preparedness, early warning systems, and
community awareness.

Students from the Department of Geology actively participated in the workshop discussions and
interacted enthusiastically with the experts. They asked several practical and research-oriented
questions related to landslide mitigation, slope stability, disaster preparedness, and climate change
adaptation in mountainous regions. Their active engagement and scientific curiosity were appreciated
by the speakers, and their observations and feedback were noted by the organizers for consideration in
future policy planning and research initiatives.The students were accompanied by Dr. Laxmi
Versain, who encouraged them to interact with scientists and gain deeper insights into the
environmental and geological challenges faced by Himalayan states. The workshop successfully
highlighted important policy pathways and practical strategies aimed at reducing disaster risks and
strengthening climate resilience in Himachal Pradesh.

Participation in this workshop provided the students with an excellent learning opportunity to interact
with leading scientists and disaster management professionals. It enhanced their understanding of
real-world disaster management practices and broadened their knowledge about climate change
challenges and sustainable development in the Himalayan region.
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