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Report on Participation in the Two-Days International Conference on “Disaster and 

Sustainable Development in the Himalayas” 

The Department of Geology participated in the Two-Days International Conference on 

“Disaster and Sustainable Development in the Himalayas”, organized by Government 

College, Saint, in collaboration with the Himalayan Council for Scientific Research 

(HCSR). The conference was held online on 25October 2025 and brought together a diverse 

group of researchers, academicians, and students to deliberate on the challenges and 

opportunities related to disaster management, climate change, and sustainable development in 

the Himalayan region. 

The faculty of the department, Dr. Laxmi Versain and a total of six students from the Department of 

Geology actively participated and presented their papers in different technical sessions of the 

conference. Ms. Manya Sharmastudenst of B.Sc 1
st
 year delivered a presentation on Climate-

Induced Migration and Adaptation Strategies, highlighting the socio-environmental consequences of 

climate change in mountain communities. Mr. Sumit Thakur,B.Sc 3
rd

 year presented on Geological 

Hazards – Earthquake and Landslide, emphasizing the geological factors contributing to hazards in 

the Himalayan terrain. Ms. Muskan, a student of Geology B.sc 3
rd

, spoke on Hazard Mapping, Early 

Warning Systems, and Community Preparedness, stressing the importance of technological and 

community-based approaches for effective disaster risk reduction. Ms. Jagriti Sharma, a B.Sc. 1st-

year student, presented her views on Impact of Disasters on Infrastructure and Human Settlements, 

discussing the vulnerability of built environments in mountainous regions. Mr. Tazul Chauhan, a 

B.Sc. 2nd-year Geology student, gave an insightful presentation on Indigenous Knowledge and 

Traditional Ecological Practices, showcasing the role of local wisdom in sustainable resource 

management. Mr. Ritik Sharma, B.Sc. 2nd-year student, shared his views on Sustainable 

Development Models, focusing on the balance between economic growth and ecological preservation. 

The session was interactive and engaging, attended by 44 students from Centre of Excellence, GDC 

Sanjauli, Government Degree College (GDC) Banjar, GDC Kullu, GDC Hamirpur, and GDC 

Rampur Shimla, making it a vibrant platform for inter-collegiate academic exchange. The 

discussions revolved around contemporary issues such as climate change, geological hazards, 

sustainable infrastructure, and the inclusion of local communities in disaster management strategies. 

Participation in this international conference provided valuable exposure to the students, 

enhancing their understanding of the interrelationship between geology, environment, and 

development in the Himalayas. They gained awareness about early warning systems, 

community-based disaster preparedness, practices that contribute to resilience and 

sustainability.Overall, the event proved to be an enriching academic experience for both 

students and faculty members. It offered an excellent opportunity to interact with experts, 

share research perspectives, and gain insights into current global approaches to sustainable 

mountain development. The Department of Geology expresses its sincere gratitude to 

Government College, Saint, and the Himalayan Council for Scientific Research for 

organizing this meaningful and insightful conference. 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


