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Commodore Roopan Bembey
Nao Sena Medal (Gallantry)

A son of the soil, hailing from Summer Hill in Shimla, the Officer was born on 02 Jan 67. His father retired as Assistant
Director from the Labour Burcau whilst mother was a teacher in KV Shimla. He did his initial schooling from St Edwards
School till class VITI. He thereafter moved to Kendriya Vidyalaya, Jakhoo for pursuing class X under the CBSE stream.
On completion, he pursued his graduation from Govt Boys College, Sanjauli, wherein he completed his BSc(non- med) in
1986 with distinction , having topped in the College. His passion to serve the country in the Armed Forces made him join
the aviation branch of the Indian Navy. Post completion of Naval Orientation Course at Naval Acadamy, Goa, he did his basic flying
on Kiran aircraft at the Air Force Academy in Dundigal. On completion of basic flying training, he converted onto helicopters
in the Indian Navy, wherein he was awarded the 'Best in Flying' trophy and 'Governor of Kerala' trophy for being the overall
best student in his course, bringing laurels to his home state. The Officer was commissioned on 01 Jan 1989. Post
commissioning, he was deputed to Sri Lanka with the Army as part of Operation Pawan, wherein he participated in active
operations and honed his operational flying experience operating from Batticoloa, Trincomalee and Jafina. In 1992, he
brought laurcls to his home state yet again, when he was awarded the Nao Sena Medal (Gallantry) for showing exemplary
courage in rescuing three people from drowning in floods in Tamil Nadu. In 1993 he was awarded the Commendation by
the Chief of the Naval Staff for showing exemplary bravery in ' Op Zabardast ' in which an LTTE Vessel was sunk off
Chennai. In his vast span of career in the Indian Navy he has accumulated around 2100 hours of flying experience having
flown from almost all decks of ships in the Indian Navy. The Officer has tenated various important assignments in the 30
years of his distinguished career. He has commanded three ships of the Indian Navy which include the fast attack craft INS
Tillanchang, officer cadet training ship INS Sujata and replenishment tanker INS Aditya. The officer was awarded CINCAN
commendation in 2002 for apprehending foreign poachers at sea off Andamans and sinking their boats. As part of his sailing career,
apart from traversing the entire coastline of India, the officer has visited 24 countries gaining valuable exposure and interacting
with the officials of those nations. Whilst in Staff appointment at Headquarters Naval Aviation in Goa, he was responsible
for overseeing the training of the entire aviation arm of the Indian Navy. Herein, he was chosen as the team leader of the
Field Evaluation Trial Team to finalise the contract with an overseas vendor, for upgrading weapons and
sensors onboard the Kamov 28 helicopter fleet of the Indian Navy. He was awarded the Vice Chief of Naval Staff
commendation for pursuing this important procurement for the nation. Having excelled in Aviation, he was promoted to the
rank of Commodore in 2014 and chosen to head the prestigious Naval Air Station at Mumbai. The Officer is now settled in
Shimla.
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